
The recommendation is for the acquisition of a parcel of land from the County of Los Angeles 
Community Development Commission that contains recently constructed library improvements to the 
County of Los Angeles for the expansion of the County’s existing El Camino Real Library. The 
property to be acquired has a 2,319 square foot library addition and is located adjacent to the 
County’s existing El Camino Real Library located at 4272 East Whittier Boulevard in the 
unincorporated East Los Angeles.

SUBJECT

February 03, 2015

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

APPROVE THE ACQUISITION OF IMPROVEMENTS LOCATED AT
4272 EAST WHITTIER BOULEVARD, UNINCORPORATED EAST LOS ANGELES 

TO THE EL CAMINO REAL LIBRARY FROM THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
(FIRST DISTRICT) 

(3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

1.  Consider the Negative Declaration for the County’s acquisition of an improved parcel of land in 
the unincorporated East Los Angeles area, for which no comments were received during the public 
review period, and find on the basis of the whole record before the Board of Supervisors that the 
acquisition of property containing library improvements for the expansion of the existing, County-
owned El Camino Library will not have a significant effect on the environment; find that the Negative 
Declaration reflects the independent judgment and analysis of the Board of Supervisors; and adopt 
the Negative Declaration.

2.  Find that the acquisition of the real property currently owned by the Community Development 
Commission will serve the County of Los Angeles Public Library in its efforts to provide additional 



and expanded library services to the unincorporated East Los Angeles community.

3.  Authorize the Interim Chief Executive Officer and/or her designee to accept the Quitclaim Deed 
and execute any other documents necessary to complete the acquisition of real property.

4.  Authorize the Public Librarian of the County of Los Angeles Public Library upon the transfer to the 
County, to accept the real property into the County’s library system for the ongoing operation, 
management, and maintenance of such property.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The purpose of this action is for the Community Development Commission (Commission) to transfer 
the real property improved with a 2,319 square foot building located at 4272 East Whittier Boulevard 
(Property) adjacent to the existing library commonly known as the El Camino Real Library (El 
Camino Real Library), to the Los Angeles County (County) for library purposes.

The Property was originally acquired by the Commission for the expansion of the El Camino Real 
Library.  The intent of the Commission and the County is to transfer the Commission’s interest in the 
Property to the County to place the entire library facility under County ownership and allow the Public 
Library to maintain and manage the facility.  The transfer of the Property to the County will enable the 
Public Library to provide the community with a renovated and expanded El Camino Real Library that 
will include a teen area, meeting room with kitchenette, master control room for low voltage 
equipment, restrooms, and storage space.  In addition to the improvements to the subject Property, 
the original El Camino Real Library received a remodeled staff area, new staff restroom, replacement 
of all interior finishes and furnishings, new skylights, electrical upgrades including new lighting 
fixtures, HVAC equipment, internet cabling, motion detectors, and card readers at select doors for 
enhanced security.  Exterior improvements include a new patio, parking area for 10 vehicles, book 
drop, motorized rolling gates, lighting, signage, landscaping and irrigation, fencing, and trash area.  
Acceptance of the Property will allow incorporation of its recent improvements into those of the El 
Camino Real Library as an integrated whole.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
The Countywide Strategic Plan Goal of Operational Effectiveness/Fiscal Sustainability (Goal 1) 
directs that we maximize the effectiveness of processes, structure, operations, and strong fiscal 
management to support timely delivery of customer-oriented and efficient public services.  In this 
case, the transfer of the Property to the County will provide improved and expanded educational and 
library services to the unincorporated East Los Angeles community.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There is no fiscal impact associated with this transfer.
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FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The Commission’s Board will be presented with the recommendations for their approval authorizing 
the transfer of the Property to the County at the Commission meeting scheduled to be held on 
February 3, 2015.  Upon the Commission’s and the County’s Board of Supervisors (Board) approval 
of these recommendations, the Commission’s Executive Director or his designee will present the 
executed Quitclaim Deed (Deed) to the Chief Executive Office (CEO) for acceptance of the Deed 
prior to recordation.  California Government Code Section 25353 allows the County’s Board to 
acquire by purchase, lease, or donation real property necessary for use of the County for any County 
buildings and for other public purposes.  Section 2.08.168 of the County Code allows the CEO to 
accept and consent to the recordation of any deed conveying an interest upon real property to the 
County.  The CEO, Real Estate Division will administer the acceptance of the Quitclaim Deed by the 
Director of Real Estate, who is authorized to accept the deed on behalf of the CEO pursuant to 
Section 2.08.168 of the County Code.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

The CEO has made an initial study of environmental factors that showed there is no substantial 
evidence that the project, which consists of the acquisition of the Property by the County, may have a 
significant effect on the environment.  Based on the initial study, the CEO has concluded that the 
acquisition of the Property will have neither adverse effect on wildlife resources nor significant impact 
on the environment. Accordingly, a Negative Declaration has been prepared and a notice was 
distributed and posted as required by CEQA.  No comments to the Negative Declaration were 
received during the public review period.  Additionally, a copy of the Initial Study and Negative 
Declaration was submitted to the California Department of Fish and Game, which  determined that 
the acquisition of the Property has no effect on fish, wildlife, or their habitat, and that it does not 
require payment of a CEQA filing fee.  Copies of the completed Initial Study, the resulting Negative 
Declaration, the Notice of Preparation of Negative Declaration and the CEQA Filing Fee No Effect 
Determination as posted are attached.

Upon the County’s Board approval of the recommended actions, CEO will file a Notice of 
Determination with the Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk in accordance with Section 15075 of the 
State CEQA Guidelines.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

The acquisition of the Property by the County will enable the Public Library to incorporate the 
improvements into the County’s renovated and expanded El Camino Real Library and allow the 
Public Library to maintain and operate the improvements indefinitely, providing additional and 
expanded educational and library services to the unincorporated East Los Angeles area and 
surrounding communities.
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CONCLUSION

It is requested that the Executive Office, Board of Supervisors, return the adopted, stamped Board 
letter to the CEO, Real Estate Division at 222 South Hill Street, 3rd Floor, Los Angeles, CA 90012 for 
further processing.

SACHI A. HAMAI

Interim Chief Executive Officer

Enclosures

c: Executive Office, Board of Supervisors
County Counsel
Auditor-Controller
Community Development Commission
Public Library

Respectfully submitted,

SAH:RLR:CMM
KW:RH:kb
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